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FAITH JOURNEY QUESTIONS

Consultant commentary sections?

DISCIPLESHIP INDICATOR SURVEY REPORT
October 11, 2023September 14, 2023
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I’m not on a faith journey 

I’m struggling in my faith

I’m not growing in my faith, but …

I’m growing in my faith

1. Which of these options best describes your faith journey? 
(please select one)
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45%

35%

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

None/I don’t have one

We are distant

We are casual friends

We are close friends

We are family

2. How would you describe your relationship with Jesus 
Christ? (please select one)

15%

8%

1%

16%

8%

4%

3%

45%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

Other, please specify

The Bible or other books/readings

A stranger

A major event in my life (e.g. - crisis, illness, great blessing)

A Priest

A member of my parish

A friend

A family member

3. Who or what has had the greatest influence on your faith? (please select one)

17%

18%

5%

9%

23%

12%

11%

0% 10% 20% 30%

Other

Questions about Church teachings

Desire

Contentment

Finding time

Community or family support

Parish support

4. What is your biggest challenge with growing in faith? (please select one)
[If NOT growing in faith per Q1] 
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DISCIPLESHIP INDICATOR SURVEY REPORT
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5.    How often do you…  Frequently Often Sometimes Rarely Never Often and Frequently

Pray 67% 21% 9% 1% 0% 88%
Give financially to support the parish’s work 60% 27% 7% 3% 1% 87%
Forgive others 31% 49% 17% 2% 0% 81%
Share your faith with others 20% 32% 35% 10% 1% 52%
Welcome and accept others who look and think differently 35% 39% 19% 5% 1% 74%
Serve those in need 15% 35% 41% 8% 1% 49%
Stand up for what the Catholic Church teaches 25% 42% 29% 3% 1% 67%
Read the Bible 13% 19% 32% 26% 9% 32%
Go to Confession 9% 14% 35% 29% 11% 23%
Receive the Eucharist 69% 21% 4% 2% 0% 91%
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19%
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32%

35%
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Pray
Give financially to support the parish’s work

Forgive others
Share your faith with others

Welcome and accept others, even if they look and think differently than you
Serve those in need

Stand up for what the Catholic Church teaches
Read the Bible

Go to Confession
Receive the Eucharist

5. How often do you…  

Frequently Often Sometimes Rarely Never
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DISCIPLESHIP INDICATOR SURVEY REPORT
October 11, 2023September 14, 2023
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15%

34%

26%
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30%

24%

35%

37%

33%

29%

22%

35%

16%

28%

25%

42%

55%

45%

43%

30%

53%

51%

39%

44%

38%

41%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Forming deep, meaningful relationships

Giving financially to support the parish’s work

Giving time and talents to God

Talking about my faith with others

Pursuing a daily prayer life

Leading others to deepen their faith

Inviting others to my parish

Learning more about what the Catholic Church teaches and applying it to my life

Attending Mass regularly

Engaging in the Mass

Participating in the Sacraments

6. How have these elements of your faith journey changed over the past 12 months?  

Significant Growth Some Growth No Change Some Decline Significant Decline
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DISCIPLESHIP INDICATOR SURVEY REPORT
October 11, 2023September 14, 2023

50%

35%

3%

37%

19%

43%

23%

41%

25%

7%

88%

87%

81%

52%

74%

49%

67%

32%

23%

91%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Praying

Giving financially to support the parish’s work

Forgiving others

Sharing your faith with others

Welcoming and accepting others, even if look or think differently than you

Serving those in need

Standing up for what the Catholic Church teaches

Reading the Bible

Going to Confession

Receiving the Eucharist

7. Please select 3 areas where you MOST want to grow over the next year. (select 3)

Q5 Pursue Often and Frequently Wish to Grow In
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DISCIPLESHIP INDICATOR SURVEY REPORT
October 11, 2023September 14, 2023

* Gray bars represent ratings among 3,064 US Catholics nationally (2021 American Beliefs Study)
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86%

89%

44%

89%

75%

28%

85%

83%

63%

85%

28%
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9%

23%

9%

16%

21%

11%

11%

23%

7%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Jesus was both divine and human *

Jesus Christ was fully human and fully divine

Jesus Christ died for our sins

Jesus actually rose from the dead as the Bible describes *

Jesus Christ rose from the dead

Jesus Christ forgives our sins (through the Sacrament of Confession)

Jesus is the only way for human salvation from sin *

Jesus Christ is the way to salvation

Jesus Christ wants a relationship with me

It is our responsibility to tell others about Jesus Christ

The Eucharist is Jesus’ body and blood

8. Please rate the following statements on the scale below…  

Strongly Agree Agree Undecided Disagree Strongly Disagree
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DISCIPLESHIP INDICATOR SURVEY REPORT
October 11, 2023September 14, 2023

QUESTIONS ON PARISH SUPPORT OF FAITH JOURNEY

54%33%

10%

9. Do you feel you belong in the St. Colombkille 
community? (please select one)

Yes Somewhat No

44%

35%

20%

11. Do you feel your parish helps you grow in your 
faith? (please select one)

Yes Somewhat No
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DISCIPLESHIP INDICATOR SURVEY REPORT
October 11, 2023September 14, 2023

0%

0%

33%

10%

54%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

None/I don’t have one

We are distant

We are casual friends

We are close friends

We are family

10. How would you describe your relationship with your parish community? (please select one)
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DISCIPLESHIP INDICATOR SURVEY REPORT
October 11, 2023September 14, 2023

1%

15%

4%

12% 11%

22%

7% 5% 7%

15%

0%

10%

20%

30%

Nothing A sense of
community

Acceptance Support on my
faith journey

Education
about Catholic

teachings

A place to
attend Mass
and worship

A place to
participate in

the
Sacraments

Support in
times of
struggle

A place to
serve with

others of my
faith

Spiritual
direction

12. What do you MOST desire from your parish?  (please select one)
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DISCIPLESHIP INDICATOR SURVEY REPORT
October 11, 2023September 14, 2023

15%
5%

32%

9% 11% 4% 3%

19%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

Nothing is
challenging about

my parish

Institutional
flaws/errors

Parish
leadership/staff

flaws/errors

Parishioners’ 
participation 

and/or 
engagement

Relationships with
other parishioners

Outreach Consistency of
teachings

Other

13. What is MOST challenging about your parish? (please select one)
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DISCIPLESHIP INDICATOR SURVEY REPORT
October 11, 2023September 14, 2023

15%

11%

33%

24%

11%

26%

27%

8%

2%

32%

25%

9%

37%

37%

23%

3%

38%

3%

25%

13%

52%

44%

9%

10%

7%

5%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Teach me how to live as a follower of Jesus Christ

Be consistent in their Catholic teachings

Use their authority as leaders in appropriate ways

Teach me how to see Jesus in all aspects of my life

Love me when I most need it

Pray with me and/or for me

Offer vibrant Masses

Provide more opportunities to receive the Sacraments

Offer Adoration

Create fellowship opportunities with other parishioners

Give me opportunities to serve others

Welcome me and those I love without judgment

Set a good example of discipleship

What are the top three things your parish... (please select 3)

Q14 ...does to help your relationship with Jesus Christ? Q15 ...could do better to help your relationship with Jesus Christ?
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DISCIPLESHIP INDICATOR SURVEY REPORT
October 11, 2023September 14, 2023

DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

Average Respondent Age 49

Oldest Respondent 93

10% 10%

19%

43%

18%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

GenZ Millennial Gen-X Boomer Silent

Response by Generation

57%

24%

12%

17. Are you...?  (please select one)

Female Male Decline to Answer

15%

54%

8%

11%

8%

18. What is your marital status? 
(please select one)

Single, never married, annulled Married
Divorced Widowed
Prefer not to answer

8%

3%

0%

0%

0%

0%

1%

86%

Prefer not to answer

Other (please specify)

Middle Eastern

American Indian or Alaska…

Asian or Pacific Islander

Black/African-American

Hispanic/Latino or Latin…

White/Caucasian

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

20. Please select your ethnicity. 
(select all that apply)

6%

3%

23%

36%

15%

15%

Prefer not to answer

Other

Advanced Degree

College Degree

Some college

High school/GED

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%

19. What is your highest level of education? (please 
select one)
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DISCIPLESHIP INDICATOR SURVEY REPORT
October 11, 2023September 14, 2023

3. Who or what has had the greatest influence on your faith? (Other, please specify)
Row Labels
Always had the faith.
Cardinal Egan’s day retreat showed me how lukewarm I was in my faith.  I have changed that.
Catholic and Christian media, family,  friend, Catholic schools,  mass
Catholic education and family religious examples
Catholic schools/parents/church
Charismatic renewal, Bible, greater appreciation of Mass and sacraments.
Ewtn
God, Jesus, Holy Spirit, Guardian Angel
God, Jesus, the Blessed Mother and many saints.
I was born into the religion, so the constant exposure to the religion throughout 12 years of school.
My Catholic upbringing. Parents and Catholic schools
My husband
My parents
My school upbringing, certain nuns, priests and grace and miracles bestowed on my family
My upbringing by my parents and the education from 5th to 8th grade.
Nothing left in the world to positively influence faith.
Nuns in grade school. Ans. to #2: He is my Savior and Creator; I am his servant!
Nuns that were my teachers in grade school
Probably the saints and holy priests
Rosary meditions listened to online
The Bible, Adoration & Hallows Bible in a year has been HUGE
To answer question#2 Jesus is my father
(blank)
Grand Total
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DISCIPLESHIP INDICATOR SURVEY REPORT
October 11, 2023September 14, 2023

4.   [If NOT growing in faith per Q1] What is your biggest challenge with growing in faith? (Other, please specify)
Row Labels

A mix of several of the above. As a new mom with limited time and handling a toddler time is always limited and not on my schedule. I also feel very lost with the “progressive” changes in music at Church and not the old comfort songs I was used to hearing.
All of the above. Mostly my own selfishness and pride. Only going to God when I need something and ignoring him when I want to do what ever I want.
All the unnecessary changes made at the parish
Being informed of changes within the parish/school decisions and why they’re being made.
Changes and inconsistency in the Catholic Church
Fear
How to pray
I am a sinner with many flaws that impeded my growth in faith that I continually struggle with and have to overcome in order to grow in my faith.
I don’t feel our priests tackle hard subjects that we deal with daily
Issues within the Catholic as an institution. I grew up being taught to follow in faith and to ignore the issues within the institution. As an adult I was faced with issues within the institution and am having a hard time finding the separation anymore.
Lack of dogma (or watered down versions)  taught in homilies homiles and advocated by pastor
lack of no organ music! we have obscure hymns people can’t sing played on a dancehall piano!
Mass is not a concert!  The hymns sung should be as written in the books in the pew.  The hymn before Mass should be sung so that the words are understood.  The Responsorial Psalm should be as shown for the Sunday Mass as written in the Hymnal.  There are many Masses in the Hymnal that have the music written with it.  We should not have to wonder how to sing if we are expected to sing.  The readers should be loud enough to be heard, and not whisper in a monotone.  The morning Rosary should be Lead by a Leader and be loud enough to be heard throughout the Church.  These comments are based upon 50 years of Choiring, Cantoring, Readinig and Leadiing Rosaries at another Parish (in Indiana).  These "mistakes" cause a great challenge for growing in faith.
My husband
My parish is only concerned with one sector and has forgotten about the rest.
MY past keeps nagging
No challenge
None
Physical pain
Possibly some of all the above choices.
Questioning whether there really is a God/hereafter
Rudeness of Pastor has caused me to feel a distance to the church
The changes that are being made at Saint Columbkille. The Arise team is like a cult dictating our worship service. Their attitude is like it or leave.
The church not stressing and making important the unchanging teachings and Traditions of the church
The Pope is a communist.  College of Cardinals are actually worse.  Church will not rebuke public figures like Biden, Pelosi, Comey, Colbert, etc. who wear Catholicism on their sleeves but live as anti-Christs.
Walking in faith and knowing how to talk to god
Grand Total
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13. What is MOST challenging about your parish? (Other, please specify)
Row Labels

Almost a sense of trying too hard to get others back to the church and not meeting needs of the parishioners. May be more important to have small group of dedicated people rather than many lukewarm people
Angry/sullen people. Extreme negativity from other parishioners
Availability of Confessions.
Blessed
Difficult to know what is available without much effort
Disconnect. Ie. How do we involve the seniors with a QR code? My 84 yr old mom can't use a QR code?
Geared towards couples & families
Have no say in the direction of what the parish can do for me.  Priests seem isolated to the parish grounds and do not get out in the community. Never see them in the neighborhood.
I always thought the purpose of the choir was to lead the congregation in song. I was also taught that when you sing you are praying twice. The music at mass is NOT conducive to having the congregation sing. Virtually none of the songs are known by anyone but the choir. Please, bring back more traditional hymns.
I believe that transparency with changes such as eliminating a beautiful bell choir and traditional songs has definitely been a dissatisfied. Even my 30 year old daughter and fellow parishioners notice. We have now unfamiliar songs and no introduction at beginning of mass to have parishioners practice so everyone either does not s participate but sings off key. I think that looking at what makes the choir at st Basil’s successful is worth looking into. Choirs are Beautiful and the Organ remains a dormant fixture. Bring back the beauty of music to encourage congregation participation.
I need bible study to understand Christ teachings
It lacks true community and courageous leadership in the faith
It would be great to hear the old hymns again and not new songs every mass. At least make the early mass more traditional for the generation that needs/wants that.
Mass does nothing to me.  I feel it’s stale
Music
Music director doesn’t play songs that anyone knows, and she doesn’t  know how to play the organ
My parish is doing a satisfactory job in all of the statements listed above.
Need more opportunities to spend time with others to get to know them,  preferably while doing something to help others like when we made pb&j sandwiches together for St. Malachi's!
No hymns sung anymore just piano and more popular songs that are not known by most people.  Hymns that  brings Christ not  human feelings nor rock and roll.
Not sure.
onset of wokeness; abandonment of traditional  organ music; obscure hymns; mentioning Joe Biden
Other parishes have more activities, better music ministries and more people joining in activities. They seem more vibrant.
Our religious (Pope, Cardinals, Bishops and priests) need to address current issues (both spiritual and secular) in a more strict approach condemning abortion, woke issues, transgender , etc… pointing out the liberal fallacies of such thought and beliefs.
Poor pastor leadership
Suggestion- Father Anthony and Principal Kara, there are two football blocking sleds next to the football field, in the trees.  They are worth thousands of dollars. They have not been used in five years. With the help of the maintenance team, the sleds could be removed, cleaned and sold. If no action is taken they will be worthless. The money would help fund various activities for the school students.
The church is not at fault.  I tend to be apathetic.
The Music !! They took away our music director and organ music. Brought in new music director that only plays piano!  Plus she sings to way to high and people can not sing with her. We need new music director that can bring back the organ music.
The music ministry- I consider singing during Mass another form of worshiping God however I do not care for the recent changes of songs/music during the liturgy.  I feel that I can not worship as fully as I would like.
When Intentions include "pray for Joe Biden."  Biden is an anti-Christ.  Should only be condemned as such.
Grand Total


